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The Prince felt all the consequences of this eatfcrabk
meurire. In a cypher letter to John he writes : " Quel
coup de massue, cela nous ait este", n'est besoin de vous
discourir." "Our one hope of human aid was In France.
By all earthly calculations we should have been to-day
masters of Alva, and had him at our mercy. It cannot
be told how this has ruined and thrown me back, for I
trusted to the 12,000 arquebusiers that the Admiral
promised me." He pressed on, urging John to procure
him some fresh arquebus men from France. A month
after taking Eoermond, at the junction of the Meuse
and the Boer in Limburg, the Prince advanced towards
Antwerp and Brussels, taking many towns on his way,
his German troops scouring the country with horrible
excesses, pillaging and destroying freely, and advancing
within a league of Brussels, which, with Louvain, shut
its gates upon his force. Here he received positive
news of the massacre of August; and as the French
king's messenger reports: " II s'est merveilleusement
trouve estonne et en extreme fascherie, en sorte que sur
ce il commenca a entrer en grande crainte et defiance de
Vostre part et de n'avoir plus le bon succes en ses affaires
qu'il attendait."

Heartbroken he struggled on. He got possession of
Malines, half-way between Antwerp and Brussels, of Ter-
monde, between Brussels and Ghent, and of Oudenarde,
between Ghent and Lille. Both Ghent and Bruges
expected an attack. Early in September he was close
to Mons, where he had been for three months eagerly
expected by Louis and his men, with prayers, entreaties,
and even reproaches. He now seemed to be on the top
of a wave of success. A girdle of towns round Brussels,